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Reserve tickets to IN THE HEIGHTS View in browser

November 9, 2018

Next Week at BFS
 11/13 3:30pm, St. Francis College Basketball Clinic for Girls in Grades 6, 7, 8 |

4:30pm Faculty Volleyball Game | 6:30pm All-School Family Chess Night
 11/14 8:30am: Parent Coffee Hour with Lesley Koplow, Preschool, Kindergarten &

Grade 1
 11/15-17 MS/US Fall Musical, IN THE HEIGHTS, 5pm on Thurs; 7pm on Fri & Sat

Tickets
 11/16 PS/LS parent conferences; no school for PS/LS students

 11/17 Fall Work Day in the Quaker Cemetery (Prospect Park) 10am-4pm
  

BFS website calendar
  

Top Stories

Latinx Heritage Celebration a Huge Community Success
 One week later, the Brooklyn Friends School community is still buzzing from the festivities at
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the inaugural Latinx Heritage Celebration on the evening of Friday, Nov. 2. Organized with
heart and hard work by a group of faculty members led by Laura Murtula, Myriam Juarbe
Maria Sanchez, Felix Alberto and Kim Allen,  and with the strong endorsement and
support of Head of Middle School Glen Pinder, the event highlighted many facets of
teaching and learning at Brooklyn Friends School including:

1. The depth and breadth of the World Languages curriculum 
2. The magnificence of the Visual Arts and Performing Arts
3. The intentional ways BFS integrates Service Learning and Civic Engagement across

the curriculum
4. The school's continuing commitment to relief efforts in Puerto Rico ("Hurricane Maria

Is Still Here,,.")
5. A celebration of the Hispanic/Latinx culture, heritage and backgrounds represented

in the many people who spend their working days at BFS with your children.
Learn more about the celebration and see photos HERE.

 
Up Next: IN THE HEIGHTS Musical

 The community celebration of Latinx heritage and culture continues with the Middle & Upper
School production of IN THE HEIGHTS next Thursday, Friday and Saturday. Read a
synopsis, see a video-podcast with the cast and crew, and reserve your tickets HERE.

  

Understanding Friendship is the topic of a
special event for Preschool, Kindergarten
and 1st Grade parents with author, teacher
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and psychotherapist Lesley Koplow, CSW.
Brooklyn Friends School is pleased to host
Lesley as she discusses and answers your
questions about childrens’ social
relationships at home and at school.

Wed, November 14, 8:30 - 10 a.m.
 375 Pearl Street, Seminar Room

 RSVP: Joy Roberts:
jroberts@brooklynfriends.org

Lesley Koplow is a psychotherapist, the
Director of the Center for Emotionally
Responsive Practice at Bank Street College
of Education, and the author of numerous
books on child mental health, including
Creating Schools that Heal: Real-Life
Solutions.

 
Orinthia Swindell, Director of Equity and
Inclusion and Director of the Young Womyn
of Strength Conference (above left)
welcomed keynote speaker Jada Monica
Drew to BFS on Saturday, Nov 3, 2018. 
The conference marked its 6th year with the
theme Self Care in the 21st Century. This
event brings together young womyn from
across the tri-state state area.  BFS faculty
Dani Clarke and Zenzile Keith facilitated
workshops. Dani's husband Andre Clarke
joined her as a co-facilitator. The conference
proudly welcomed US students, Maya
Holtham and Salma Bensalim as the
facilitators of the first student-led workshop
at YWOS 6! 

 SEE PHOTOS HERE

News – and an Invitation – from the College Counseling Office
 

 
Terry Kung                                                   Tiffany Huggins

  
The fall has been a whirlwind here in the College Counseling corner.  Amidst all the college
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application excitement and deadlines, admissions representatives from roughly 100
colleges and universities have come to visit our interested students.  We’ve received
visitors from over 20 states, 2 foreign countries, small and big campuses, and public and
private institutions-- from Antioch to Yale, George Washington to Washington University in
St. Louis, Wellesley to Wesleyan, Quinnipiac to Quest, Oberlin to Occidental, and so many
more.  There are usually multiple visits in a single day (seven was the record this year),
and the actual visits are meaningful conversations with mostly our seniors and the
occasional junior during their unscheduled time.

Admissions reps usually visit half a dozen, if not more, schools a day. Tiffany and I know
that schedule well having worked in admissions at our respective alma maters (Vanderbilt
and Columbia). It’s a gruelling race to get through all the visits, and often it’s hard to
remember what may or may not have been said. Yet, we often hear reps rave that BFS is
the school they most looked forward to visiting and that our students are the
highlight of their visits.  Year after year, we are heartened by such positive feedback
from our college admissions colleagues. Such observation is a true testament to our
students’ sense of purpose, sense of self, and how brightly their inner light shines. -- Terry
Kung, Director of College Counseling

  
Save the Date: Wed, Nov. 28, 8:30 – 9:30am at the Upper School, 116 Lawrence
Street. CHAT WITH THE COLLEGE COUNSELORS. While we spend the bulk of our time
with students in the college process, we strongly feel that all parents in our community
should have structured time with us. This is a very casual chat for any and all interested
parents. We’d love to address your college related questions. Coffee, tea, and a light
breakfast will be served.

Financial Aid Deadlines Coming Up Soon
 BFS offers need-based aid for students in Grades K-12. Please apply now for

2019-20. The application and all supporting documentation must be received
by TADS by Friday, Dec. 7, 2018.

Families currently receiving financial aid need to re-apply through TADS
every year. Applications are available at myTADS.com. 
Families who will apply or are considering applying for the first time for
2019-20, should let Vanessa Reynolds, Financial Aid Coordinator, know by
Nov. 15.

Advancement Report

During this Season of Giving, Growing, and Gratitude, consider making your gift to the
Brooklyn Friends Fund today. To give thanks or honor a beloved teacher, please contribute
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with a gift to the Brooklyn Friends Fund in their name, and give the gift that keeps on
giving. Make your secure, online gift here. Thank you!

  
Brooklyn Friends School is one of the many charitable organizations that benefit from
Amazon Smile. If you plan to do any online shopping for friends and family, use this link
to support BFS. Thank you.

PAT News
PAT GENERAL MEETING

 The first PAT General Meeting will be held Thurs, Nov 15 at 8:30 am in the cafeteria at 116
Lawrence Street.  New Upper School Head Lisa Arrastia will be there to introduce herself,
talk a bit about her vision for the school, and take questions from parents. 

SERVICE LEARNING
 Thank you for sharing your pics for #BFSVotes. With over 113 million Americans exercising

our rights to vote, we are grateful to BFS community members for letting your voices be
heard and shared with each other.

WINTERFEST: How you will make a difference!
 On Saturday, December 1, from 11-4pm BFS will hold its

38th annual WinterFest! This is a celebratory community-
building event for the entire family and an important PAT
fundraiser for our school. Support and engagement from
the preschool to the upper school, is critical to WinterFest's
success.  

This year, the WinterFest committee is assigning ownership
of a specific activity to each class. Volunteer blocks run for
two hours, giving parent volunteers the rest of the day to
enjoy the festivities Middle and upper school students are
also encouraged to volunteer their time. Look for
more information to come via Class Parents or visit
brooklynfriends.org/winterfest. 

Highlights from Service Learning & Civic Engagement
The BFS Office of Service Learning and
Civic Engagement and the PAT are
delighted that a substantial number of our
community partners are on the finalist list
for this year's Brooklyn Community
Foundation Spark Prize. The seven
organizations are

Arab American Association of New York
Bed-Stuy Campaign Against Hunger
Brooklyn Community Pride Center
Extreme Kids & Crew (founded by BFS parent Eliza Factor)
Girls for Gender Equity
Red Hook Community Justice Center and
Weeksville Heritage Center.

Our students from Lower School, Middle School, and Upper School have learned how they
can take action to support change in the community alongside these powerful local
leaders. We congratulate these organizations and look forward to continuing to partner
with them in the future.

  
Congratulations also are in order for the 10th Grade Class of 2021. The class is organizing
the Upper School's annual Community Issues Conference (this year including 8th graders)
that will take place on Nov. 20. Experts and speakers on more than 14 critical issues
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spanning gun control, criminal justice, the
environment, immigration and more will
be presenting side by side with the 10th
graders.

  

Sports Section

BFS Nov. 13 Girls Basketball Clinic with St. Francis College Coach
& Players 

 All 6th through 8th grade girls are invited to this exciting, one-time Girls Basketball Clinic at
BFS! The new Division I Women's coach at St. Francis College (Coach Linda Cimino,
pictured above in center) and her team will be at BFS to lead this clinic, along with Coach
Tre Vinson, Coach Kathleen Clinchy, and Pearl the Panther! This promises to be a unique
experience to have some fun during after-school hours – trying out basketball, sharpening
existing skills, and meeting some truly outstanding college coaches and athletes!
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Date & Time:  Tuesday, November 13, 3:30-4:45pm
 Location:  BFS Lower Gym

 Come have some fun and show the St Francis Women's Basketball team a solid BFS
turnout!

The Name of the Game is Practice
 Practices are now under way for winter season sports. In addition to Indoor Track and team

Basketball, the BFS athletics program also offers Swim and Squash. There are club
activities, too, in Bowling and Fitness for Upper Schoolers. Contact Athletic Director David
Gardella (ext. 234) for answers to specific questions: dgardella@brooklynfriends.org

To sign up for a winter team or activity, go here.
For comprehensive information on the athletic program, go here.
For all athletic schedules (practices and games), go here.

 

Blue Pride at the Soccer Jamboree in Brooklyn Bridge Park
 Congratulations to our 5th and 6th grade soccer players on your participation in the Brooklyn

Independent Schools Soccer Jamboree on Oct. 26. BFS Tied Saint Ann’s 2-2, Defeated
Packer 2-0 and Defeated Berkeley Carroll 4-0. 

Quaker News
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Middle School Explores the Testimony of Community
 Fifth through eighth graders participated in a Quaker worship sharing this week to consider

the testimony of community, reflecting on the question, "What aspects of the Brooklyn
Friends community are uplifting for you? Their responses were collected in post-it notes on
a 5th floor bulletin board. Some of their reflections follow:

An aspect that I find uplifting is having Quaker Meeting, a time to reflect.
Collections are good times because we can sit in the same space and have fun, or
discuss some things that are important in the world.
I get a chance to talk to my friends every day and we are all very supportive of each
other.
By reassuring people that they will be okay
Ice Cream on Fridays
Independence in 8th grade
Everyone is friendly and kind, no matter if you know them or not.
The community feels safe and welcoming.
I find the advisory community uplifting.
Being able to play with my friends at recess.
My mom told me that she could not ask questions in school. BFS encourages you
to ask questions.

The All-School Quaker Life Committee appreciates and commends the organizers and
participants in the Nov. 2 Hispanic/Latinx Community Celebration. This event, and the
many activities leading up to it, were outstanding representations of Community, the
Quaker Testimony of 2018-19 at BFS. ¡Gracias!

Guided by the Quaker belief that there is a Divine Light in everyone, Brooklyn Friends School cultivates an intellectually
ambitious and diverse community that celebrates each individual's gifts. We challenge our students to value and embrace
difference as they develop critical thinking skills and apply their knowledge and intelligence both in and out of the classroom.
In this rich learning environment, we inspire all members of our community to voice their convictions, to discover and pursue
their passions, and to seek truth. Our graduates are compassionate, curious, and confident global citizens who let their lives
speak in the spirit of leadership and service.
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